Preliminary Amendment S6056 

Amendments to the Abstract 

Please replace the subtitle and text of the Abstract as follows: 
Abstract of the Disclosure 

Th e i nv e nt i on conc e rns a m e thod for treat i ng an e fflu e nt compr i sing at 
le ast on e bio l og i ca l tr e atm e nt step l e ad i ng to th e product i on of bio l og i cal sludg e , a 
step during wh i ch th e efflu e nt i6 contacted w i th micro - organ i sms in a tank, 
wh e r ei n ozon e- conta i n i ng gas i s i nj e cted i nto sa i d tank comprising at least 2.5 mg 
of ozon e p e r l itr e of ga 6 . Methods for treating aqueous effluent, which include 
reducing sludge formation during the biological treatment of an aqueous effluent. 
The sludge formation is reduced bv injecting an ozone containing gas into an 
aeration tank which contains the effluent. The affluent is in contact with 
microorganisms in the tank at least once during the method. The ozone 
containing gas contains at least 2.5 mg of ozone per liter of the gas. 
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Preliminary Amendment S6056 



REMARKS 

Prior to the initial examination of the present application, Applicants wish to have 
this amendment entered. While adding no new subject matter to the application, 
Applicants have revised the Specification to meet standard U.S. formatting requirements 
and converted the European style of multiple dependent claims to the U.S. format of 
single dependency. 

Given the above amendments to the claims and the comments herein, Applicants 
respectfully request notice of allowance of all pending claims at the earliest convenience. 
However, should the Examiner envision further rejection or comment, he is invited to 
telephone the undersigned. 



Air Liquide 

2700 Post Oak Blvd., 18 th Floor 
Houston, TX 77056 
Phone: 713-624-8956 
Fax: 713-624-8950 

EXPRESS MAIL NO: EV 505238229 US 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: April 8, 2005 
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